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I ’ By Robert G, Kaiser \ 

*. ■ WashlcBtou post Staff ' 

The MX supermissile, 
redlent^^ftf the ' package of induce- 
ments' thejWhite-^House-.has assemr 
led. ta Pro®ote-SALT. IK appears to 
ace more serious opposition m me 

lenam tham^pre viouslySreah^. 

■En- arw unpublicized; 'vote recently^ 
ho Sehata . Appropriations,-' Commit- 
ed' surprised its owni members by- 

.-olins-iust 13 to- Si^against a mptiOT 

;o keiete all funds, for the ^IX. And 

t ik relatively easy to^ find - Senate 

aierabers-^and staff assistmt^ven 

«ome;,<who- favor.' th el-. ftlXrr-wno- -pr^ 

diet the; elaborate missile .system m-wiu, 
uevefbes buiit.7p ■ ' V' ' 

■ xAfe ilX has had:anVirome history.. 
The 'carter administration, has back- 
ed itkandly to. satisfjr senators who 
feel the countrv cannot afford- the 
strategic arms limitation treaty with- 
out new missile system.. But inany 
officials inside the adminis^tion, 

' eluding. Adm. . S tansf ield Turner, 
le ! director of central intelligence, 
\ve opposed the MX plan, - s 
Today pro-S ALT. senators who have 
ifBgivings about the MX are.support- 
it for the sake of the treaty. One 
sample, apparently,, was Bir^ 

D-lpd.), 'who- supported the MX in the 
,pcVopriations Committee despite 
omft doubt about Its efficacy. 

. Tbt vote in the committee came on 
i m4tion.„bx, Mark ; Hatfield^ (B-flre.) 

0 ddete aU funds ($670 million) for , 
he.l : IX .- from next . year's --defensetd 
>udg< fe'3tnd redirect. $20 million to 
itud'Wi a submarine-based alternative 

plartg Hatfield was ama?^ to get 
‘ight- votes - for' his- propo-sm in the 
ominiitee and : just 13 ^opponents (a 
aten\poU. of the . full memberaMp 
made me vote 18 to 9.) - ■'’‘■v -' 

Ones surprising Hatfield ali3r‘,';was 
ilenry iBellmon (R-Gkla.), who^-pr^, 
dieted "that the MX will evantualljr"! 
cost S120-biUion. (The Pentagon says 
it will cost $33 billion; the. Congres- 
sional Budget Office predicts a figure 

nbrer S 60 'bmion.).Ar am'- contrary to- 
a 'multibUlion contraption that prob- 
ably wiU never be finished,” Bellmonv 

saidi . •• ■ ; V: ' I A' 

■ ..pother surprise; ,was^ the vote of 


Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), 
whip and a SALT opponent. Steven^ 
even, , criticized. Bellmon for wanting 
to preserve and redirect $20 miUion 
of the MX ™oney. "L'..would .tota ly 

zero It,”' Stevens- sard,-, and it._wou.,d 

be the'first time! I voted ^e this 
defense position.”'; V: 

' " Hatfield will reintroduce his moU^ 

"on the Senate flodr-this week or next. 
..His aides predict it will fad this tim 

'in part at least .because-, many SAHl . 
^supporters: wUl. vote agamst it for, the,; 
. -sake of the . tre a^..j)Bufc , eventually^ 

Hatfield and 'other, senators expect 
,Ithe MX to be.:.killed in. Corigress,.^ 
%Seri.!. Daniel iPatrick Moynihan (D- 

' N.Y.), " a relatively hard-liner on de- 
fense is3ues,v predicts flatly that the 

■ MX will never be built. “1 think that 
this"’MXl is the kind of technologi- 
- cal exotica that large organizations 
can get caught up in, and it s Obly 
when everyone else sees it that they 

look up and say, ‘That’s crazy.’, ” , 

• It may be typical of the irony be- 
. clouding MX that. despUe this . view, 

I Moynihan will .vote for the missile 
program, on the Senate, floor. Moyni- 
han wants, to -stick' with Senate col- 
leagues who are seeking a stronger 
American defense, ■ he explained in an 
interview.. ' 

A .combination .of practical and po- 
litical-factors;:. underlies ;ithe>predic-; 
tions that’MX ,wmrnot..be built.. The 
practical problems posed;, by; this most 

complexlof;aIl-',ixi3tih#’weappns-sys- 

Jems are; sUggering;^,^ 

Jl. Simply building it will be a gargan- 
tuan project, comparable to the big- 
gest public works undertakings in. 

K^Ameri. an history .^As^'proposed'by'the 
Carter'iadministration, there will be 
200. MX missiles-, each of them at- 
I tached-to its own immense ^tranporter- 
riaimcher, a truck-like device. - 

: ^ Each missile will carry W independ 
ently targetaWe, nuclear^ warheads; 
'I and eaclt-^will ,1 >g ba36d<.on 
1 '"baved* ‘Iracctrack” desferlrrin 

'\ I'Htah. orlijrpyada J; 

ii:.'The.idea'.of.,the,MX»i3.taifogl.SpyieS 


' targeters SO they cab never; khdw ex-l 
■ actly where the .aiX rnissiles ^ 

‘ den' Thfs is intended to preserve the 
invulnerability of American land- 
based : missiles, in an era when the 
" erowing- number. Of Soviet, warheads- 

give the Soviets a.the^^' 
cal or-portunity?^^ to strike^, simidt^^, 

■^ously mt 'laU': o£,;JAmeric5 Sy exi^-.. 
■fixed-silo iC-BMs* ; ■ - j ~ 

This concern Over the pote^ial and 
‘theoretical vulnerability of the land- 

' lased missiles hbs alarmed, manyjen- 

ators, including-4he, majority leader,, 

, Robert C. .Byrd (D-W. Va.). Before en- 
•: dorsing S.AJLTH^.Byrd 

iceived written; assurance .-trom Rresi 

dent Carter that the MX would m. 
deed be built. , 

But presidential assurances, cannot 
' .overcome all the obstacles that Im m-l 
: the path of the MX, Eor example the > 
proposed; project will have-. 
the conditions of 33 different federal 

Jaws, .ranging from the endangered 

species act to various clean water and 
r air statutes. .Mmost every one of these 
' laws coiild prqvoke lawsuits from 
arms control ' advocates, or environ- 
' mental activists, and representatives 
of both groups have alreadj^Jegun. 

I planning such legaLaction. , ■ 

. waterTor-MXiis a particularly- con- 

"tentious subject. Just yesterday, the- 
’governor of .-Utah, Scott, ..."Mathe^on, 
I warned;th.at,„h^^:' would -Iwithtoaw: his 
i tentative' endorsement' of putting AKs 

'':iArHtahi;iff'thdK£edarai:;-govemment 

- sought td;avbid.state-^:ontrola on- the 

:?water‘:iSuppIy|^athesoni|^alsqr^ 

rquested $2i,biilion-;;ira'federal ,aid to 

with the> SO- 



.,*»*■**'. NV s .-17 ‘ ~4* » • 

■’-'• -The' MX wUl'tequire Congressional 

'i-approVaVfot'thbttansfef pflands.now'^^ 

administered' by -.the federal Bureau of 
? Land' Management pj Jhe .AiJC-,Force.- 
, Two ofi the^mdst!- liberal cpinmittees- 
'oh-‘Capitol >ffillhSehate-; Energy and 

i^House'^Interlorifiwould^^havefl-tnfsgive 

jtoeir as5ent;3jCh^ii!s|;;tB. 
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